Gary Shaffer
Blending craft with education: Gary Shaffer has devoted 32 years to creating beautiful pottery and sharing his skills through education.
Gary Shaffer began making pottery in a high school program in Wellsburg, WV and went on to Glenville State College where he studied ceramics under Charles Scott. Upon graduation, he taught junior high and high school art, and mathematics in Wirt County.

In 1992, he began making pottery on a full-time basis.

Functional pottery is the focus of Gary’s work where he incorporates a wide variety of glazes and brushwork designs. Slip-decorated salt fired ware and large, sculptural wood-fired vases are major current interests and produces high-fired stoneware and porcelain pottery. 
Gary’s work has been exhibited in the 2009, 2010, and 2011 Best of West Virginia Juried Exhibition at Tamarack and won “Second Place” in that juried exhibition in 2010.  He has also exhibited at other West Virginia juried exhibitions sponsored by the West Virginia Division of Culture and History. Gary was also awarded the Hall of Fame Lifetime Achievement Award at the Mountain State Art & Craft Fair in 2011 and Award of Excellence in the 2011 Mountain State Art & Craft Fair Expo.    
